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Walter Green, DERA Member
and Commander of the
American Disaster Reservists,
demonstrates the TVEOC at the

DERA special session on
Communications Interoperability
at the FEMF Disaster
Management Conference 2004
February in Orlando, Florida
(See story on page 5)

Words of Wisdom

from

Jerry Vehaun
“Emergency managers today
must stay on the cutting edge
of technology. They must be
participants in a large array of
things, which, for the most
part, enable them to do their
jobs in a much more efficient
and timely manner. The
emergency manager of today
must also be willing to
participate in conferences,
round table discussions, and
committees which may seem to
take a lot of unnecessary time,
but by being a participant, your
input can be shared for the
good of all.”

Shawn Hudson, Many Waters
Representative for the
DERA
Annual Membership Meeting
held during the the FEMF
Disaster Management
Conference 2004 last month in
Orlando, Florida.

(See DERA Activities page 7 and
www.manywaters.org/DERA/index.htm)

New DERA Awards

Join us in implementing DERA'’s
new Awards Program titled, “COINS
for Exceptional Service”.

Five categories of awards will
comprise the new program ranging
from Student Awards through Life
Member and on to the prestigious,
“GOLD for Exceptional Service”
award. Coins can be mounted on
plaques or presented in ribbons as
shown here.

Nominations are now  being
accepted for the much revered Gold
Coin Award. ( see page 5)

Meet Jerry Vehaun

DERA congratulates Mr. Jerry
VeHaun who has recently been
elected Mayor of Woodfin, North
Carolina.

Jerry Vehaun is an amateur radio
operator, mortician, 911 Center
operator, and chair of both the North
Carolina Emergency Management
Association and the International
Association of Emergency Managers
(IAEM) certification boards. Jerry
became familiar with DERA while
serving as President of IAEM.

(Read more on page 6.)
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education in the emergency
management arena for any Emergency
Management Director to say they did not
have the opportunity to become
educated about their position.

Hamfest India Awards
DERA Member Mr. SURI

QST magazine called it the “Dayton
Hamvention” of India, but DERA is proud
to announce that the Best Presentation
Award went to Mr. S. Suri, VU2MY and
long term DERA member. Mr. Suri
presented “Echolink: A New Revolution in
Amateur Radio” with a live demonstration
for all the participants., DERA was
instrumental in assisting NIAR, the
National Institute of Amateur Radio, with
the Echolink setup over the course of the
last few years. (See January 2004
DisasterCom article available on our
website)

Relief for SPAIN

The Salvation Army continues to provide
aid and comfort to countless families and
emergency response personnel in
Madrid, Spain, following a terrorist attack
that killed 198 people and injured nearly
1,400. The Salvation Army responded
after a series of 10 near-simultaneous
bombs exploded throughout Madrid’'s
commuter train system during the height
of morning rush hour. Salvation Army
personnel and volunteers are providing
food, blankets, water and emotional
support to people at the explosion sites,
hospitals and make -shift morgue.

Two Salvation Army overseas officers
(missionaries) from the Central Territory
(Midwest), Major Elsie Cline and Captain
Sandra Hunt, are playing critical roles in
the response effort. Major Cline is
assisting in logistics at The Salvation
Army’s headquarters in Madrid. Captain
Hunt has been ministering at the
makeshift morgue in Madrid’s exhibition
hall offering hope and comfort to families
who are identifying the remains of their
loved ones.

DERA Activities
Members Please select your
areas of Interest at on-line

Bulletin Board
http://manywaters.org/DERA/index.htm

Co-sponsorship

of local volunteer projects

We encourage members to initiate local,
self-sustaining projects, and try to help
them find appropriate partners from
throughout our membership. When no
other source of "seed funds" can be
found to get projects started, DERA will
consider being the initiating partner,
within our very limited budget. One such
example is the MOE communications van
stationed in Asheville, NC, which we co-
sponsor along with the Western Carolina
Amateur Radio Society (WCARS).
DERA and WCARS each paid half the
cost to purchase this communications
van and share in operating and
maintenance expenses.

Publication
of preparedness materials

We publish a wide variety of unique and
useful reference materials for local
emergency managers, volunteers,

students and disaster researchers.

Please visit our on-line library for a list of
titles. DERA distributes printed copies of
these materials at no cost and makes
electronic copies of these and many
others available at our online library.

Web-Based Resources

In addition to our own online library at
www.disasters.org , DERA hosts the
"Emergency Management Gold!" web
resource site maintained by David
Crews. EMGold! An extensive research
library, summaries of late-breaking news,
and a listing of current emergency
management job opportunities are just a
few of the site's features.

Student Awards

We provide award certificates, ribbons,
medals (and in some cases, small cash
awards) to students who conduct disaster
preparedness or safety studies.

Meetings and Conferences

We directly sponsor or co-sponsor at
least one major meeting or conference a
year. Recent events were "Preparing for
a Safer Tomorrow" symposia in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Asheville, NC,
Denver, Colorado and Colorado Springs,
Colorado. Other events where we were
either major partners or program
participants include the annual FEMF
Disaster Management Conferences in
Orlando, Florida.

Emergency Communications

During major disasters, we activate our
Disaster Communications Center in
Denver, CO, which is equipped with High
Frequency radio and satellite telephone
service. This provides a communications
gateway for our many members who are
amateur radio operators. On a regular
basis, we encourage those members to
participate in and fully support ARES,
RACES, SATERN, MARS and similar
established systems, with whom we do
not compete. During catastrophic events
(Orissa Supercyclone, Northridge
Earthquake, Hurricane Andrew,
Hurricanes Marilyn and Opal) and
precautionary  situations  (Hurricane
Isabel, western wildfires) we deploy
portable communications equipment and
a handheld satellite telephone in support
of members needing communications
augmentation.

International Projects

We actively seek disaster preparedness
projects in developing nations which
would benefit from the support of our
organization and individual members. An
example is work we have done with the
National Institute of Amateur Radio in
India. DERA provided NIAR with
technical support and engineering
consultation on  several projects,
sponsored an NIAR member on a
disaster management exchange visit to
the U.S., sent one DERA member to
India as an infrastructure damage
assessor in the aftermath of a
catastrophic disaster, and sponsored
NIAR officials on a speaking visit to the
U.S. For several years, we have been
the North American representative
agency on the executive committee of
the Global Forum of NGOs for Disaster
Reduction. In another situation, we
provided credentialing and NGO
sponsorship of a member medical doctor
on a mission to Eastern Europe.

Fund-Raising

for Disaster Service Missions
Each year, our members make donations
to the DERA disaster emergency fund,
which we use to support disaster service
organizations. All such funds are passed
directly to relief organizations...DERA
does not impose any administrative,
management or overhead  costs.
Members often specify areas of interest,
such as international  disasters,
medical/nutrition support for children, or
search/rescue. Verifying the activities of
beneficiary organizations through our
extensive membership, we channel funds
to those relief organizations we believe
are providing the greatest service most
efficiently.



